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In this session we’ll cover …



About Altmetrics



Citation counts

H-index

Number of publications

etc.

o Attention to research outputs in non-traditional sources, e.g. policy documents, 

news, blogs and social media

o Indicators of research impact

o Help understand how research is being received and used

o Complementary to traditional citation-based analysis

What are altmetrics (a.k.a. ‘next generation 

metrics’)?

Mentions in news reports

References in policy

Mentions in social media 

Wikipedia citations

Reference manager 

readers… etc.

ACADEMIC ATTENTION BROADER ATTENTION

Alternative metrics

“altmetrics”

+
Traditional metricsTraditional bibliometrics



o Provide a more coherent understanding of research attention

o Understand the broader reach and early impact of research

o Track attention to a broad range of research outputs, including articles, posters, 

data sets and working papers, etc. 

o Help researchers get credit for impact activities

Why altmetrics / next generation metrics?



Advantages of metrics for single research 

outputs

Real-time, immediate feedback on attention to scholarly 

content

Useful for early career researchers whose work may not 

have accrued citations

Showcase attention to a research output beyond academia

Not biased by an over-arching metric
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About Altmetric.com



The Altmetric.com doughnut



Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Altmetrics: measures news items, social media hits…
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Altmetric Details Pages

Estimate attention with the “Altmetric attention score”.

Monitor mentions in the mainstream news.

See all the conversations and mentions.

http://www.altmetric.com/details.php?citation_id=2897131


Volume Sources Authors

The score for an article rises as 
more people mention it.

Each source category 
contributes a different base 
amount to the final score.

How often the author of each 
mention talks about scholarly 

articles influences the 
contribution of the mention.

The Altmetric attention score

The Altmetric attention score provides an indicator of the attention surrounding a 

research output. 

It represents a weighted approximation of all the attention picked up for a research 

output and is is calculated according to three facets:



What can the data tell you?

What type of attention is this research receiving?

Where has this article received the most traction?

Which countries are engaging most with the content?

Has this article influenced policy, spurred new 
research, or engaged a new audience?

Are reactions to this article positive or negative?

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓



What the numbers don’t tell you…

Quality of the paper

Quality of the researchers

Whole story



What sources does Altmetric track?

News outlets

• Over 1,300 sites

• Manually curated list

• Text mining

• Global coverage

Social media 

and blogs

• Twitter, Facebook, 

Google+, Sina Weibo

• Public posts only

• Manually curated list

Reference 

managers

• Mendeley, CiteULike

• Reader counts

• Don’t count towards the 

Altmetric score

Other sources

• Wikipedia 

• YouTube

• Reddit

• F1000

• Pinterest

• Q&A

Post-publication peer 

review

• Publons

• PubPeer

Policy documents

• NICE Evidence

• Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change

• Many more…



Tackling gaming

Focus is on only including auditable sources

Then, social media data is analysed for…

• Promiscuity

• Bias 

• Reach



Using Altmetric.com
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TCD Altmetric Explorer

➢ Create an account via this link: http://www.altmetric.com/explorer/signup/fcd7a80f-79fb-
4267-959d-9dd818a743ce

or

➢ Google: Altmetric Explorer

(Use your TCD email address and the password of your choice)

• When you first login, you will see analytical highlights for Altmetric data associated with 
the TCD publications dataset (exported from the RSS). This is summarised on the top of 
the page.

• You can also expand to search all outputs tracked by Altmetrics by toggling to the "Full 
Database" within the 'Edit Search' or 'Quick Search' functions.

• In the left-hand column, you can see My Institution. TCD authors/departments are visible 
– this is the result of a data exchange with TCD RSS. 

http://www.altmetric.com/explorer/signup/fcd7a80f-79fb-4267-959d-9dd818a743ce
http://www.altmetric.com/explorer/signup/fcd7a80f-79fb-4267-959d-9dd818a743ce
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The first screen shows Altmetric mentions for all of  TCD

Edit search

Saved searches

TCD units & 
people (RSS)
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Exploring the first screen …
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Exploring the first screen …
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Exploring the first screen …
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Edit Search Screen 1
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Edit Search Screen 2
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ORCID search results for Brian O’Connell
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Click on ‘Save search’ and click on ‘Saved searches’ on 
the left hand vertical menu 
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Under ‘Saved searches’:
Rename your saved search, run a report, schedule 
regular updates, share reports with your team
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Go back to your search (use the back button on your 
browser). Explore your results

Research outputs
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Explore your results

Timeline
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Explore your results

Demographics
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Explore your results

Analyse your Mentions, Mention Sources, Journals …
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Go back to the ‘Highlights’ screen, analyse your 
individual outputs. 

What news sources 
mention your work?
Who are the bloggers / 
tweeters, etc.?
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Tracking your research impact with Altmetric.com

1. Update your publications in ORCID and/or find a list of the DOIs of your publications & 
copy it (e.g. use Scopus as a source).

2. Login to Altmetric Explorer

3. At the top of the page, click ‘Edit Search’

4. Tick the box ‘Full Altmetric Database

5. Enter your ORCID in the ’ORCID’ entry box and/or paste your list of DOIs in the box 
’Scholarly Identifiers’.

6. Click ‘Save’, then ‘Run Search’

7. Click on ‘Save Search’

8. Click ‘Saved Searches’ on the left hand side, rename it, export your report and schedule 
daily/weekly/monthly email updates.
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TCD in Altmetric.com: click on ‘My Institution’ on the left 
hand vertical menu bar

TCD units & 
people (RSS)
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TCD in Altmetric.com Last update: 2023; next RSS 
exchange due soon!
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TCD in Altmetric.com: Faculty of Health Sciences
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TCD in Altmetric.com: Faculty of Health Sciences
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TCD in Altmetric.com: School of Dental Sciences
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TCD in Altmetric.com: School of Medicine
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TCD in Altmetric.com: School of Nursing & Midwifery
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TCD in Altmetric.com: School of Pharmacy & 
Pharmaceutical Sciences



What to do with Altmetric information



• Support researchers in all of the above

• Enhance department liaison activities

• Encourage staff to deposit in your research information 

system

How are institutions using Altmetric?

Librarians

Marketing 

Comms.

Researchers

• Track attention to your research immediately

• Uncover (unknown) conversations about your research

• Use in grant applications & funder reporting

• Identify research to promote

• Evaluate success of promotion activities

• Identify key researchers

Research 

Administrators

• Integrate data into your existing performance reports 

• Identify key impacts across institution (i.e. policy docs)

• Benchmarking (thoughtfully!)



Using altmetrics to promote your work

Altmetrics can be used by researchers to showcase the wider 

influence of a piece of their work.

To use altmetrics responsibly in promotional 

documents we recommend following these 

three rules:

• Provide context

• The metrics must be appropriate 



Providing context

Use percentiles to show how the metrics compare to other research in the same 

journal:



Uncover conversations about your research

Set up email alerts for 

your output in the Summary

tab



Cochrane Library paper investigated use of probiotics to treat 

eczema: There is not enough evidence to recommend using probiotics 

for the treatment of eczema.

The paper has a relatively low score of attention but received 

mentions across policy documents and Wikipedia: 

• Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health - Allergy 

Care Pathways for Children: core competency for health 

professionals treating children with eczema 

Discovering policy references

http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/system/files/protected/page/2011_RCPCH-CarePathway-Eczema_v3_(19.23).pdf


Discover popular new content to read



Use in grant applications and funder 

reporting

I save a tremendous amount of 

time for my lab.



Find potential collaborators



Increasing Your Altmetric Score







Strategy

• Find & engage with your altmetric network 
(tweeters, etc.)

• When you publish or make a conference 
presentation, tweet/X it

• Include the DOI to the version of record with your 
post

• Also link to the Open Access version of your work in 
your post

• Track the results!



https://www.altmetric.com/support/resource-library/

Support, Online tutorials

https://www.altmetric.com/support/resource-library/


A word about Overton



Public Policy references: Overton
https://app.overton.io/

https://app.overton.io/




Reports in Overton



How to access 
Overton

> Create an account via this link: https://app.overton.io/

(Use your TCD email address and the password of your 
choice)

Contact rssadmin@tcd.ie for more information.

mailto:rssadmin@tcd.ie


Thank You
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